The First Home Rule Bill
to achieve, much that was of immense worth to Ireland*
He would not lightly, therefore, let it be destroyed. Parnell
had considerable contempt for the Bishops and priests of
the Catholic Church* Some of it was probably due to his
aristocratic and Protestant origin, but more of it was due
to the fact that many of the Bishops and priests were con-
temptible persons* They, for their part, heartily disliked the
idea of being led by a Protestant and a gentleman, and were
biding the time when they might bring him down* For
most of his political life he had to fight the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church in Ireland* The Vatican itself was not
well disposed towards him, and was always ready to help
the British Government against him* Dr. Mullen, in The
Story of a Toiler's Life, says:" It appeared to me that between
him and the clericals there was no love lost; they regarded
him with jealousy and suspicion, and he regarded them with
contempt, sometimes, but not always, thinly concealed under
a mask of respect* They confronted each other like two
antagonists with their hands on the hilts of the swords which
they hesitated to draw, each waiting till the other would give
him an opening* A high-placed ecclesiastic said to a friend
of mine,' Parnell is now a great man, but if he makes a false
step well crush him with a heavy foot/ " Mr* Morley, in
his Life of Gladstone^ states (bk* ix*, chap* v*, sect* 3)
that Parnell, when discussing the terms of the Home Rule
Bill with him, " made one significant suggestion: he wished
the Bill to impose the same disqualification upon the clergy
as exists in our own Parliament* But he would have liked
to see certain ecclesiastical dignitaries included by virtue of
their office in the upper or protective branch*** Neverthe-
less, despite his ill-concealed antipathy to the priests, which
was once publicly revealed in Ulster at a meeting from which
he thought the reporters had departed, he would never consent
to any policy which excluded the Church from a share in the
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